AGREEMENT

between the Republic of Moldova, of the one part, and the Eu ropéan Union, of the other part,
on the participation of the Republic of Moidova in the Employment and Social Innovation
(EaSI) strand of the European Social Fund Plus (ESF+)

The the Government of the Republic of Moldova, on behalf of the Republic of Moldova,
of the one part, |
and

the European Commission (hercinafier referred to as ‘the Commission’), on behalf of the European
Union,

.

of the other part,

hereinafter referred to as ‘the Parties’

WHEREAS the Protocol 1 to the Association Agreement between the European Union and the
European Atomic Enctgy Community and their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic
ol Moldova, of the other part', on a Framework Agreement between the European Union and the
Republic of Moldova on the general principles for the participation of the Republic of Moldova in
Union programmes® is covering the participation of Republic of Moldovd to any Union
Programme?;

WHEREAS the European Social Fund Plus (ESF+) was established by Regulation (EU)
2021/1057 of the European Parliament and of the Council? (hereinalier *ESF+ Regulation”);

WHEREAS pursuant to Article 29, point (b) of the ESF+ Regulation on the participation of third
countries in the Employment and Social Innovation (EaSl) strand, the specilic terms and
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conditions of the association should be determined by means of an international agreement
between the Union and the associated country;

CONSIDERING the Union’s efforts to lead the response by joining forces with its international
partners to address global challenges in line with the plan of action for people, planet and
prosperity in the Uniled Nations Agenda ‘Transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development’, and acknowledging that eradicating extreme form of poverty,
promoting quality and inclusive education, promoting gender equality, promoting sustained,
inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for
all, as well as reducing inequality are common prigrities;

RECOGNISING the general principles as set out in the ESF+ Regulation;®

SHARING the general objectives of the ESF+ to support the achievement of high employment
levels, fair social protection and a skilled and resilient workforce ready for the future world of
work; as well as inclusive and cohesive societies aiming to eradicate poverty and delivering on the
principles set out in the European Pillar of Social Rights;

CONSIDERING the common goals, values and sirong links of the Parties in the field of
employment and social innovation, and recognising the common desire of the Parties to further
develap, strengthen, stimulate and extend their relations and cooperation therein,

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1
Scope of the association

The Republic of Moldova shall participate 4s associated country in and contribute to the
Employment and Social Innovition (EaSI) strand of the European Social Fund Plus (ESF+) as
established by Regulation (EU) 2021/1057 of the European Parliament and of the Council of
24.06.2021 establishing the European Social Fund Plus (ESF+) and repealing Regulation (EU) No
1296/2013 in its most up to date versions.

Article 2
Terms and conditions of participation in the EaS1 strand of the ESF+

1. The Republic of Moldova shall participate in the EaSI strand of the ESF+ in accordance
with the conditions laid down in Protocol I to the Association Agreement between the European
Union and the European Atomic Energy Community and their Member States, of the one part, and
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the Republic of Moldova, of the other part®, on a Framework Agreement between the European
Union and the Republic of Moldova on the general principles for the participation of the Republic
of Moldova in Union proordm_mes and under the terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement,
in the legal acts referred to in Article 1 of this Agreement, as well as in any othér rules pertaining
to the implementation of the EaSl strand of the ESF+ and activity in their most up to date versions.

2. Unless otherwise provided for in the terms and conditions referred to in paragraph 1 of this
Article, legal entities established in the Republic of Moldova may pariicipate in actions of the EaS!
strand of the ESF+ under conditions equivalent to those apphcable to legal entities established in
the Union, including xespect for EU restrictive measures’.

3. Representatives of the Republic of Moldova shall have the right to participatc as observers
in the EaSI strand Technical Working Group of the ESF+ Committce referred to in Article 39(8)
of Regulation (EU) 2021/1057 establishing the ESF+ for points which concern the Republic of
Moldova.

4. Travel costs and subsistence expenses incurred by representatives and experts of the

Republic of Moldova for the purposes of taking part as observers in the work of the EaSI strand

Technical Working Group of the ESF+ Committee referred to in Article 39(8) of Regulation (EU)-
2021/1057 establishing the ESF+, or in other meetings related to the implementation of the EaS]

strand of the ESF+, shall be reimbursed by the European Union on the same basis as and in

accordance with the procedures in force for representatives of the Member States of the European

Union,

5. The Partics shall make every effort, within the framework of the existing provisions, to
[acilitate the free movement of participanis in the activities covered by this Agrecment and to
facilitate cross-border movement of goods and setvices intended for use in such activities.

6. The Republic of Moldova shall take all necessary measures, as appropriate, to ensure that
goods and services, purchased in the Republic of Moldova or imported into the Republic of
Moldova, which are paitially or entirely financed pursuant to the grant agreements and/or confracis
concluded for the realisation of the activities in dccordance with this Agreement, are exempted
from customs duties, import duties and other fiscal charges, including the VAT, that are apphcable
in the Republic of Moldova,

7. English, one of the official languages of the European Union, shall be used for the
procedures related to requests, contracts and reports, as well as for other administrative aspects of
the EaS8! sirand of the ESF+.
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7 The LU restictive measures are adopted pursuant to the Treaty on the European Union or the Treaty on the
Functioning of the European Union. '




Article 3
Financial contribution

1. Participation of the Republic of Moldova or legal entities of the Republic of Moldova in
the EaSI strand of the ESF+ shall be subject to the Republic of Moldova contributing financially
to the EaS] strand of the ESF+ and the related management, execution and operation costs under
the general budget of the Union (hereinafter referred to as the *Union budget®).

2. The financial contribution shall take the form of the sum of:
a)  an operational contribution and
b)  a participation fee.

3. The financial contribution shall take the form of an annual payment made in one instalment,
and shall be due at the latest in May.

4. The operational contribution shall cover operational and support expenditure of the EaSI
strand of the ESF+ and be additional both in commitment and payment appropriations to the
amounts entered in the Union budget definitively adopted for the EaSI strand of the ESF+.

5. The operatic;nai contribution shall be based on a contribution key defined as the ratio of
the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of the Republic 6f Moldova at market pri¢es to the GDP of the
European Union at market prices. The GDPs at market prices to be applied shall be determined by
the dedicated Commission services based on the most recent statistical data available for budget
calculations in the year prior to the year in which the annual payment is duc Adjustments 1o this
contribution key are laid down in Annex L.

6. The operational contribution shall be calculated applying the contribution key, as adjusted,
to the commitment appropriations entered in the Union budget definitively adopted for the
applicable year for financing the EaSI strand of the ESF+.

7. The participation fee shall be 4% of the annual operational contribution as calculated in
accordance with paragraphs 5 and 6 and shall be phased in as set out in Annex [. The participation
fee shall not be subject to retrospective adjustmients or corrections,

8. The Union shall provide the Republic of Moldova with information in relation to its
financial participation as included in the budgetary, accounting, performance and evaluation
related information provided to the Union budgetary and discharge authorities concerning the EaSI
strand of the ESF+. That information shall be provided having due regard to the Union’s and
Republic of Moldova's confidentiality and data protection rules and shall be without prejudice to
the information which the Republic of Moldova is entitled to receive under Annex 11




9. All contributions of the Republic of Moldova or payments from the Union, and the
calcuiation of amounts due or to be received shall be made in curo.

Article 4
Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting

1. Without piejudice to the responsibilities of the Commission, the European Anti-Fraud.
Office (OLAF) and the Court of Auditors of the European Union in relation to monitoring and
" evaluation of the EaSI strand of the ESF+, the participation ol the Republic of Moldova in the
EaSI strand of the ESF+ shall be continuously monitored on a partnership basis involving the
Commission and the Republic of Moldova.

2. The rules concerning sound financial management, including the financial contrel,
recovery and other anti-fraud measures in relation to Union funding under this Agreement are laid
dowii in Armnex II.

Article 5
Final provisions

1. This Agreement shall enter into force on the date on which the Parties have notified cach
other of the completion of their internal procedures necessary for thdt purpose.

2. This Agreement shall apply from 1 January 2024, It shall remain in force for as long as is
necessary for all the projects and actions financed from the EaS1 strand of the ESF+, all the actions
necessary to protect the financial interests of the European Union and all the fihancial obligations
stemming from the impleméntation of this Agreement between the Parties to be completed.

3. The Union-and the Republic of Moldova may apply this Agreement provisionally in
accordance with their respective intemal procedures and legislation. The provisional application
shall begin on the date on which the Parties have notified cach other of the completion of their
internal procedures necessary for that purpose.

4, Should the Republic of Moldova notify the Commission acting on behalf of the Union that
it will not complete its internal procedures necessary for the entry into force of this Agreement,
this Agreement shall cease to apply provisionally on the date of receipt of this notification by the
Comumission, which shall constitute the cessation date for the purposes of this Agreement.

5. The application of this Agreenient may be suspended by the European Union in case of
non-payment of the financial or operational contribution due by the Republic of Moldova in
accordance with point I of Annex I.

Suspension of the application of this Agreement shall be notified by the European Union to the
Republic of Moldova by a formal letter of notification which shall take effect 30 days following
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the receipt of this notification by the Republic of Moldova.

In case the application of this Agreement is suspended, legal entities established in the Republic
of Moldova shall not be eligible to participate in award procedures not yet completed when the
suspension takes effect. An award procedure shall be considered completed when legal
cominitments have been entered into as a result of that procedure.

The suspension does not affect the legal commitments entered into with the legal entities
established in the Republic of Moldova before the suspension took effect. This Agreement shall
continue to apply to such legal commitments. ‘

The European Union shall immediately notify the Republic of Moldova once the entire amount of
the financial or operational contribution due has been received by it. The suspension shall be lifted
with an immediate cffect upon this notification,

As of the date when the suspension is lifted, legal entities of the Republic of Moldova shall be
again eligible in award procedures launched after this date and in award procedures launched
before this date, for which the deadlines for submission of applications has not expired.

6. Either Party may terminate this Agreement at any time by a written notification informing
of the intent 1o terminate it.

The termination shall take effect three calendar months after the date on which the written
notification reaches its addressee. The date on which the termination takes ¢flect shall constitute
the termination date for the purposes of this Agreement.

7. Where this:Agreement ceases to-apply provisionally in accordance with paragraph (4) or is
terminated in accordance with paragraph (6), the Partics agree that:

(a) projects or actions or parts thereof in respect of which legal commitments have been
entered into during the provisional application and/or after the entry into force of this
Agreement, and before this Agreement ceases to apply or is terminated shall continue until
their completioiis under the conditions laid down in this Agreement:

(b) the annual financial contribution of the year N during which this Agreement ceases to
apply provisionally or is terminated shall be paid cntirely in accordance with Article 3.

The Parties shall settle by common consent any other consequences of termination or cessation of
provisional application of this Agreement.

8. This Agreement may only be amended in writing by common consent of the Parties. The
entry into force of the amendments will follow the same procedure as that applicable for the entry
into force of this Agreement.

9. The Annexes and the Protocol on the suspension of the financial contribution by Moldava
due to the very ¢xceptional circumstances caused by the unprovoked war of aggression against
Ukraine to this Agreement shall form an integral part of this Agreement.




This Agreement shall be drawn up in duplicate in Romanian and English, each text being equally
authentic.

Done at Brussels, this 21st day of May in the year 2024.

For the Government of the Republic of | For the Commission, on behalf of the European
Moldova v Union

Alexei Buzn 4 Nicolas Schmit

Minister of Labour and Social Prolection Commissioner for Jobs and Social Rights




ANNEX I: Ruley governing the financial comribution of the Republic of Moldove to the EaSl
strand of the ESF+ (20621-.2027)

ANNEX 11 Sownd Financial Management

PROTOCOL: Protocol on the suspension of the financial contribution by Moldova due to the very
exceptionad circrmstances caused by the unprovoked war of aggression against Ukraine
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ANNEXT
Rules governing thie financial contribiition of thé Republic of Moldova
‘to the EaSI strand of the ESF+ (2021-2027)

Calculation of the financial contribution of the Republic of Moldova

. “The financial-contribution of the Republic.of Moldova. to the EaSI strand of the ESF+ shall be
cstablished on a yearly basis in proportion 1o, and-in addition 10, the amount available each-

year in the Union- ‘budget for: commitment appropriations needed: for the managenient,
exezution and opcration 6f the EaSLsttand of the ESF#, |

The participation fee referred to in Article:3(7) of this Agreementshall‘be phasediin as
follows:

- 2024:2%;
- 2025:2,5%:
- 2026:3%:
~ 2027: 4%.

In.accordance with-Adicle 3(5).of this Agr cement, the operational contribution to be paid by

the Republic of Moldova for its participation iti the EaS! strand of the ESF+ will be calculated

~ for the réspective Tinancial years by applying an adjustment (o the contribution: key.

!\i

The”adjuslment to the contribution key shall be:
Contribution Key Adjusted = Contribution Key x Coef ficient

The coefficient used for the above calculdtion to adjust the contribution key shall bé 0,75.

Pavment of the financial contribution of the Repubtlic of Moldava

“The Commisston shull communicate to thie Républic of Moldova, as soon as possible and at.

the latest when issuing the call for funds of the financial year, the following information:

a. the amounts in commitmeni appropriations in the Union budget deiinitively adopied
for the year in question for the budget lines covering participation of the Republic of
‘Moldova, in the EaS] strand of the ESF+: -

b. 1he amoum of the participation fe¢ referred to in- Article 3(7}) of this Agréement,,

The Commission shall issue, al the Jatest in April of Lach Mnancial year, a call for funds to the
Republic of Maldova corresponding to its contribution under this Agreement.
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Each call for funds shall provide for the: paymient of the Repu&hc of Moldova's contribution
not tater than 45 days after the call for funds is issued.

For the first year of ;mplcmentatmn of this Agrccmenl, lhe ‘Conmission shall issue the'call for
fumds’ within 60 days of the signature of this: A},recmcm

. The 'Republic of Moid?:.‘va shall pay its financial contribution under this Agrcement in
accordance with Article 3(3) of this Agreement. In the.absence of payment by the Republic of
Moldova by the due date, the Commission shall send-a formal letter-of reminder. :

:Aw@@:fay:}in the-paymient of ihg»ﬁna ncial contribution shall give rise o the payment of default
interest by the Republic of Moldova on the outstanding amount from the due date.

The interest rate for amounts-receivablenot pau] on the-due date shall be. ﬂ\a rate: ﬂpphcd by
the European Central Bank-to its principal refinancing operations; as pubhshcd in'the C series
of the Official Jowrnal of the European Union, in force oni the First c'ﬂcndar day of the mionth
in which the due date falls, incréased by three and halfpércentage points.

In case the dclay in the payment of the contributjon is such that it may significantly jeopardisé
the implémentation and management of the EaSI strand of the ESF+, participation of the
Republic of Moldova in the EaSI strand of the ESF+ will be suspended by the Commission
Tollowing the absence of payment 20 working days after a formal letter of reminder, without
prejudice to the Union's. obligations according to grant agreements and/or contracts already
concluded pertaining to the implementation of the actions for which the Republic of Moldova
was selected.
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ANNEX II

Sound Financial Manageinent
Section | ‘.v]’1'c_:‘lecti‘on. of financial interests and recovery

Article I
Reviews-and audits
The European Union shall have the right to conduct, in accordance with the-applicable: acts of
one or more Unjon institutions or bndies and as provided in felevant agreements andfor

' contricts; technical, scientific; financial, of other: types of reviews and-audits’ on- the premises.

of any. natural person residing inor any legal entity established in the: Repub] ic of Moldovaand

‘receiving Eurgpean Union funding, as well.as any third party involved.in ihg implémentation

of Union funds residing or established in {thepub]xc ofMoldova. Stuch revigwand audits may
be carried out by the agents of the institutions and bodies of the European Union; in particular

.of the European Commission and the European Court 6f Auditors, or by other persons mandatéd
by the European Comniission.

The agents of the institutions and bodies of the European Utiion, inparticular of the European
Commission and the Eunropean: Court of Audators, and the other persons mandated by the
European-Commission, shall have appropriate access to sites, works and docuinents:(both in
electronic and paper versions) and to all the information required in order to carry out such

‘audits, including the right of obtaining a physicalfelectronic copy of, and extracts from, any

document or the contents of any data medium held by the audited nattral or legal person., or by
the audited third party.

. The Repubhc of Moldova shall mot prévent: or raise 'any particular obstacjeto the right of

entrance inthe! Repubhc, of Moldova:and to the aceess to the premwes ol the:agents and. other
persons referred 16 in paragraph 2 on thie grounds of the: ewrclse of their dunes referred 10 in
this Ardicle,

< The reviews and audits may-be carried out, also after the suspension of application of this.

Agreement pursuant to its Anticle 5{5), the cessation of provisional application or- its.
termination, on the terms liid down in the'appliceblé acts-of one or more European Union

‘institutions or bodies and as provided in selevant agreements and/or contracts.in relation to any’

It:g,ai commitment implementing the European ‘Uniorni*budget entered ‘into by the Eux‘opc.m

Unioi before the date on which the suspension of application of this Agréement pursuant 1o 'jis

Article: 5(5), the cessation of provisional’ npphuanon or termination of this Agreement takes.
effect.
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Fight against irregulavities, fraiid and otleicriminal’ ﬂima s affecting the financial fiterests
of the Union.

1. The Europeun’ Commission and the European Anti-Fraud Qffice (OLAP} shall be authorised to
-carry out administrative investigations, Ticluding on-llw-spcit cheeks and mt:peetlons. on ﬁu,
ferritory of the Republic of Moldova. These investigations shall be carsied out in accordance with
the terms and conditions established by appl :cable acts of one or more Union institutions.

2. The competent authorities of the Republig of Meldova shall inform the European Commission
or OLAF within reasonable time of any fact or suspicion Whmh has come to théir notice relating
o an n'regulart ty, fraud orotherdllegal aclivity: affcctmg, the financial interests of the Union.

3. On-the-spot; checkq and mspectxons may be carried out on the premises ofany natural person
residing in or legal entity established in the Republic:of: Moldova and receiving Union funds, as
well-as of any third party-involved-in the 1mpicmcnmtmn of Um(m ﬁmds residing or estahhshe&
‘in the Républic of Moldova..

4, On-the-spot chccks -and. inspections shall be prepared and . conducted by the Europcan
Commissien or OLAT in.close collaboration. with the competent authority: of the Republic of
Moldova designated by the govertunem of the chubhc of Moldova. The designated authority
shall be-notified a reasonable time in-advance of the ob_;cct ;purpose and legal basis of the: checks
and mspectmns, 0. that it can provxde assnsrancc To that end, the officials . of P
authorilies of the: Rt',pubhc of Moldova may participate in the on-the-spot checks and i insp \_éticms.

5. Upon- request by the authorities of the: :Rg‘}pnhlm‘ of Moldova, the on-the-spot checks and
inspections may be carried out jointly with the European Commission or OLAF.

6. Commission agents and OLAF staff shall have access to all the information and documentation,
including computer data; on the operations concerned, which-arc required for:the proper conduct
of the on-the-gjot dwcks and mspections. ’I‘he}r may, in parficular, ¢opy relevant documents,

‘7 Whem the person, enuty or another thn‘d pany resists an on-the-spot check or inspection, the
authorities of the Republic of Moldova, acting in accordance with national rules and regulations,
shall assist the European:Commission or:QLAF,; to-allow ther to fulfil their duty in carrying out
an on-the-spoi check or inspection. This assistance shall include taking the appropriate
precautionary measures under national law, in particular in order tosafeguard evidence.

8. The Europedan Commission or QLAF shall inform thie authoritics of the Republic ¢f Moldova
of thie result of such checks and jnspections. In; pamcuhr, the: European. Commission-or OLAF
shat]. TEpOrt as Soon'as possible to the: competent-authority of the Republic of Moldova any fact or
suspicion relating 1o 4n irregularity which has.come to their notice in ‘the course of the an- -the-spot
check or inspection.

9, ‘Without prejudice 10 application of the criminal law of the Republic of Muoldova, the Europcan
Commiission may fmposé *tdmrmstralwe measures and. penalties. on legal or niattund persons. of the
Republicof Moldova participating in the m\plememnuon ofa pr:)ymmne or activity inaccordance:
with European Union legislation.



‘10 For the purposes. of properimplemeniation: of this Anticle; the Europaan Commission:or OLAF'
antl the competent authorities of the Republic 6f Moldova shall régularly.exchange information
and, a the request of oné.of the parties to this Agteement, consult.cach ather.

11. In order to facilitate effective cooperation -and exchztngc of “information w:lh OLAI‘ 1he
Repiblicof: Moldova shall tlesxgnate a contact point.

12, Information’. exchanged between : the Epropean Commiission or OLAF and the competent:
authorities of the Republic of Moldova shall take place having due regard to the confi dcnualuy
requirements. Personal data included in the exchange of information shall be protected in
accordance with applicable rules.

'13: The authorities of the Republic of Moldova shall cooperate with the European Public
Prosecutor’s Office to allow it to fulfil-its duty to investigate, prosecute and bring to judgment,the
petpetrators of; and acwmphces 19, criminal- offences . affecting the financial interests.of the
[European Union in accordance with the apphcabie legislation.

Article 3
Recoveryand féiy‘b:'centera!

1. Décisions adopted by the European Commission-imposing a pecuniary obligation on legal or
natural persons other than States in rélation to-any claims stemming from the EaS| strand of the
ESF+ shall be-enforceable i in- the, Republm of Moldova. The. order Tor enforcement shall be.
appended 10-the decision, without any other farmahty thana verification of the authenticity of the
decision by the national authonly designated for this purpose: by the government of the Republic
of Moldova. The government of the Republic of Moldova shall make known its designated national
authority to the Commission and the Court of Justice of the European Union. In accordance with
Article 4, the European Commission shall be entitled to notify such enforceable decisions directly
1o persons residing and legal entities established :in the Republic of Moldova. Enfuréement shall
1ake place in acctrrdance with the law and rules of procedure of the Republic of Moldova.

2. Judgmants and orders of the Court of Justice: of‘ the Eumpcan Unmn dcllwrcd m application of’
an arbxtrmzon clause contained in'a contract of agréement in’ n.lamm to Umon programmes,
aciivitics, actions or projects shall be enforceable in the Republic of Moldova in the same manner
-as European Commission decisions referred 10 in paragraph 1.

3. The Court of Justice of the Eurgpean Union-shall have jurisdiction to review the legality of'the
tlcc:s:cm of the Commlsswn referred to in. paragraph 1'and 1o suspend-its enforcement; However,
the Courts of the Repubhc of Moldova 'ilmll have Jtmsdacuon over compldints that enforcement is
being carried out in an frregular manner.

Article 4.

Coummunication and exchange of information

13



Thc European Union. institotions: and hodleq mvolved in the: tmplementatlon ofthe EaSl Stmnd of
the ESF+; or in controls over the EaST strand of the ESF%, shall be entitled: to- communicate
directly, including 1hrough- électronic ex 1nge! syatems, wuth any’ namral person:'wﬁmg in or
Jegal entity estabhshed inthe Republw ol Moldova and receiv ‘ i ’
party involved in.the zmplementatmn of-Union: funds esndmg or ushblnshe
Moldova: Such persons, entities.and parties may sibriitdiréetly o the European Uni
j:md bodies all relevant information and documentatic ﬂ:}W}ilCh thcy are: requu‘ed w ,_ubm:t fort the
‘basis of’ the European Union’ Ieglslat:on npphcab]c fo- the EaST strand of the ESI'+ and of the
.CORrActs or agidements eoncluded to implement the EaSl strand of the ESF+,
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PROTOCOL ON THE SUSPENSION OF THE FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION BY THE
REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA DUETO THE VERY EXCEPTIONAL cmcums*rmcr;s

‘‘‘‘‘

“The Parties, ,
HAVING ,REG.&RD,IO«‘\I’ﬁC]ﬁS;?’; and 5(3) and Annex. 110 this. Apreement,

'HAVING REGARD to the Agreemeiit in the forn of an Exchange of Létters between 1hc;Europcan :
‘Union, of the one part, and the Republic of Moldova, of the other part; on the. suspension of the
Republic of Moldova’s financial oblxgatwns forits participation in all Union programmes asof |
Janvary 2021 and on the cancelling in full of the established amounts. Feceivable in accordance
with Regulation (EU Eumtom} 2018/1 046

HAVING AGREED UPON the following provxsmns whlc’h shaII be annexed 1o the Ag,recmcnt.
between tlie European Union and the Républic.of Moldova pit the: pa‘mmpmmn of the Républic in.
Moldova in the EaS1 Strand of the ESF+ (!mremaﬁer referred to as “the Association Agreement”)
and shall supplement the Annex to the Agreement in the form of an Exchange of Letters betiveen
the European Union, of the one part, and the -Republic 'of Moldova, of the other part, on the
susprension of the Repubhc of Moldova’s lmancml obhgahans for its participation in all Union
programmes as of 1 January 2021 and on the cancelling in full of the established amounts:
receivable in accordance with Regulation (EU, Euvratom) 2018/1046:

Article 1

1. The Parties agree that the following provisions of the: Association Agreemiemt are herehy
suspended in line with the rules of the Agreement in the form of an Exchange of"Lenters between.
the Europam Union, -of the one part, and the Republic of Moldova, -of the other part, on the
suspernision. of Republic of Moldova's financial obiig,mmns for its. participation in_all Usiion-
programnies as of ‘1 January. 2021 artd on ‘the cancelhng i ful] of the established amounts
reccivable in accordance with Regulation (EU, Euratont) 2018/ 1046:

-~ Article 3 *Financial contribution’
- Article 3{5) ‘Final provisions®

— Annex [ —*Rules governing the financial contribution of the Republic of Moldova to.the
EaS1 strand of the ESF+ (2021-2027)'

2. For the avoidance of doubt; the suspension of the provisions mentioned in paragraph | of this
-amcie shall be terminated in accordance with the rules sot out iy the Agreement in the Torm ol an
Exchange of Leiters between the Eumpmn Union, of this one part, and the Republic of Moldova,
nf lhe other pan on the suspensmn of the Rnpuhhc of Moldova s 1 namml oblxgauons Ior l!‘;

mlub!hhed dmounla reccw*shlc in du:oxdance wnh Ref'ulﬂtwn {EU Euramm} 201 8:’ f046
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Artide2

1. After the entry into force of the, Associdtion Agreement, the- suspension provided Tor.in
Article 1.of this Protoco] sha]l take efTect ancethe: Agreement in the form. of an Exchange
of Letiers between the Eusi open Union, of the one part, and the Republic-of Maldova, of
-the other part, on the suspension of. the Republsc of Maldova’s financial obligations forits
participation in all Union' progranimes ds:of 1 Janusary 2021 <nd on the cancelling in full
of the established amounts receivable in. accordance wﬂh Regulation {(EU, Eurdtom)
2018/1 046 enters into force.

2 This Protocol shall expire on the date the termination of the Abreemt:nt in-the form; of an
‘Exchange of Letters between the Earopean Union; of the one part, and the Republic-of
‘Moldova, of thé other pait, 6n ihe suspension of ‘Republic of Moldova's | mmmal
obligations for its participation in all- Union programmes as of 1 January 2021 and on the
cancellingin. full'of the estal lished amountsvrec\__;\*able inaccordance. thh Regul: :tlon {EU,
“Eural ,m) 2018/1046 1kes effect;
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