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H.E. Victoria Belous

Minister of Finance

Ministry of Finance

7 Constantin Tanase st
Chiginau, Republic of Moldova

Dear Minister,

Rer Republic of Moftlova — Edueation Quality Improvement Project
(GPE Graut No. TROC1484)
Ariendnient No. 1 to the GPE Grant Agreemént

We refer to the Grant Agreement between the Republie of Moldova (“Recipient™) and the
Interngtional Bank for Reconstruction and Development (“Bank™), acting as Grant Agent of the
Global Pastnership for Education (“GPE”) dated June 30, 2023 (“GPE Grant Agreement™) for the
Education Quality Improvement Project (“Project™), pursuant to which the Bank has extended the
above captioned grant (“Grant™), Please note that capilalized terms used in this letter (“Amendment
Letter™) and not defined hierein have the meaning ascribed to them in the GPE Grant Agreenient.

Pursuant to your letter No. 11/2-7/203 dated May 20, 2024, and in view of our fecent
discussions, we are pleased to inform you that the Bank agrees to amend the GPE Grant Agreement
as follows: ) ’ '

L Part 1.3 of Schedule 1 10 the GPE Grant Agrecmentds heveby antended fo read in its entirety
as follows:

“1.3. Development of School Subprojects through the provision of Schiool In-Kind Grants
to the selected Schools to support in-serviee teacher professionsl development
opportunities, including the set-upy of a professional learning network among Moldovan
teachers; as. well ag teachers from othier countries, and schoo! activities promoting
innovative pedagopital practices,”

2. Section 1.A(3) of the Schedule 2 to the GPE Grant Agreement is hereby amended to read
in its entirety as follows:

¥3, The Reclpient, through MoER, shall, no [ater than: ¢ighteen (18) months after the
Bffective Date, establish ond thereafter maintain: through Project implementation, as
applicable, the School Subprojects Selection Commiitee to Tacilitate the carrying out of
Part 1.3 of the Project, with core staffing, functions, and resources as set forth in the
School 1n-Kind Grants Operations Manusal,
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as follows:

“C. School In-Kind Grants Operations Manual

1.

The Recipient, through MoER, shall adopt, and thereafter carry out Part 1.3 of the Project,
in accordance with the provisions of a rhanuval (the School In-Kind Graats Operations
Manual) satisfactory to the Baunk, which shall include, inler alia:

i. the detailed description af activities to be carried out under Part 1.3 of the Projeot;

it. the detailed description of the institutional arrangements for the implementation of Part
1.3 of the Project;

iii. the administtative, accounting, auditing, reposting, financial, procurement and
disbursement procedures for Part 1.3 of the Project;

iv.  the eligibility eriteria, requirements, and procedures for the selecfion of Schools;

v. the School In-Kind Grants evaluation grid; and

vi. the model form of the School In-Kind Grant Agreeinent.

Except as the Bank may otherwise agree in writing, the Recipient, through the MoER, shall

not amiend, waive, suspend, or abragate, or otherwise fail to enfoice the School In-Kind
Grants Operations Manual, or any provisions theieof.

. Incase of any conflict between the terms of the School In-Kind Grabts Operations Manual’

and this Agreement, thie provisions of this Agreement shall prevail.

. Incase of any conflict between the terms of the School In-Kind Granis Operations Manual

and the Schoof 1n-Kind Grant Agreement, the provisions of the Schiool In-Kind Grants
Operations Manual shall prevail.”

. Section 1.D of Schedule 2 to the GPE Grant Agreement is hereby amended to read in its entirety
as follows:

“D. School Subprojects.

1.

For purposes of carrying out School Subprojects under Part 1.3 of the Project, the
Recipient, through MoER, shall ensure that the selection of each Schoo! complies with the
procesy and eligibility criteria set forth in the School In-Kind Grants Operations Manual,

‘Upon selection of a School, and before carrying out the corresponding S¢hool Subproject
of up to tivty-six thousand United States Dollars ($36,000), the Recipient, through MoER,
shall enter futo an agreement with each School (the School n-Kind Grant Agreement)
under temis and conditions satisfactory (o the Bank dnd set forth in the School In-Kind
Grants Operations Manual, including, inter alia;
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{a) MoERs:

i.  obligation to provide a School In-Kind Grant to the-School on the terms and conditions
set forth in said agreement;

ji.  the ability to mspect, by itself or jointly with ropresentatives of the Bank, if the Bank
S0 requests, the School, and any relevant records ot docuinents; and

Hi.  the right to suspend or terminute the right of the School to use or benefit. from the
School In-Kind Grang; or to seck the return of the School In-Kind Grant, if applicable,
upon the School’s failute to perform any of its obligations under the School In-Kind
Grant Agreement concerned,

(b) the School's obligation to:

i, carry out the Scliool Subproject in accordance with the School In-Kind Grants
Operations  Manual; the Anti-Cérruption  Gitidelines; the relevant financial
management; and environmental and social standards provisions of ihis Schedule; and

ii. use the School In-Kind Grant for the intended purpose of the School Subproject, as
provided under the School In-Kind Grant Agreement.,

3, The Recipient, through MoER, shall exercisc its rights and carcy out its obligations under
gach School In-Kind Grant Agreement in such a mansier as to protect the interests of the
Reeipiont, through MoER, and the Bank and to accomplish the purposes of this Agreement,

4. BExcept as the Bank shalf otherwise agice, the Recipient, through MoER, shull not assign,
amend, abrogate, waive, or fail to enforce any School In-Kind Grant Agreement or any
provision thereof,

5. In case of any conflict between the terms of the School Tn-Kind Grant Agreement and this
Agreement, the provisions of this Agreement shall prevail.”

5. The withdrdwal {able set forth in Section I{.A. of Schedule 2 to the GPE Grant Agreement is
hereby amended 1o read in its entirety as follows:




o

Anount . Percentage of Expenditures
Cateno of the Grant to he Financed
gory Allocated | {inclusive of Taxes except. for

(expressed in USD) | VAT and custom duties)

{1) Goods, non-consulting
sgrvices, consulting

services, and Training | 4,800,000 100%
under Part 1.3 of the
Project

TOTAL AMOUNT 4,800,000

“B, Withdrawal Conditions; Withdrawal Period

. Notwithstanding the provisions of Part A of this Section no withdrawal shall be made;

(o]

(b) Under Category 1 unless the Reeipfent, through MoER, has prepared and adopted
the School In-Kind Grants Operations Manual, as approved by the Bank, pursuant
to Section 1.C, of Schedule 2 to this Agreement,”

(2) The following definitions are hereby amended to read as follows:

““Sehool” means a school in the Reciplent’s territory, whose School Ssbprojest has been
found eligible to receive a School In-Kind Grant in accordace with thecriteria set forth
in the School In-Kind Grants Operations Manual, and has received or is to receive a
School In-Kind Grant wnder a School In-Kind Grant Agreemeit to be exectited under
Part 1.3 ofthe Project; “Schools” means each of such School.

“Sehoot Subprojects” means eligible subprojects for Schools approved by the Recipient,
through MoER, and the Bank in aceordance with the provisions of the School In-Kind
Grants Operations Manual.”

(b) The definitions on paragraphs 23, and 31-34 are hereby deleted; and

(¢} The following definitions are hereby added (and the remaining definitions are reordered
to meintajn alphabetical order):

“School. n-Kind Grant Agreement” means any of the agreements referred to in
Seuction 1.D of Schedule 2 to tlits Agreement.
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“Schivol In-Kind Grants Operations Manual” means the manual to be prepared,
approved, and adopted by the Recipient, through MoER, to facilitate the carrying out of
Part 1.3 of the Project; as the same may be amended from time to fime with the prior
written approval of the Bank.

“School In-Kind Grant” means goods, non-consulting services, consulting services, and
Training financed out of the proceeds of this Grant, to be provided te:the Schools under
Part 1.3 of the Project for the purposes of carrying out a School Subproject subject fo
the specifie terws, conditions and procediives set forth. in (he Sehool In-Kind Grants
Operations Manual and the School {n-Kind Graut Agresment.”

“School Subprojects Sclection Committee” means the committee of the same name to
be established under MoER for the seléction of School Subprojects, referred fo in
Section LA.3 of Schedule 2 to this Agreement,”

Alfl other provisions of the GPE Grant Agresment, except as expressly amended herein, shall
remain unchanged and shall continue to be in full force and effiict.

Please confirm your agreement with the foregoing amendments on ‘behalfl of the Republic of
Moldova, by signing, dating, and returning to us the enclosed copy of this Amendment Letter, Upon
receipt by the Bank of a countersigned copy of this Amendment Letler, this Ameridment Letter will
become effective as of the dale of countersignature,

Finally, please also note that the relevant Project Paper No. RES00146, will be disclosed on
the Bank’s external website as per the Bank's Policy on Aceess to Information

Sincerely,

{Bobi

Inguna Dobraja

WBG Country Manager

CONFIRMED AND AGREED:
REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA

L
f et
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éﬁ uthorized Representalive
Name: (. q%’wauh,

Title: /(Ce’ééf e
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